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Thesis: Josef Stalin was more ambitious, more violent and more committed to the principles of Communism than was his predecessor, Vladimir Lenin.
I. The Bolsheviks, under Lenin, opposed war. Under Stalin, the communists waged war.
A. Lenin promised his people peace.

1.After overthrowing the provisional government, Lenin withdrew Russia from WWI, in a bid to keep his promise to bring Russia peace. 
2. Although he made use of violence to gain power at home, Lenin focused on protecting national interests. He tried to avoid outside wars.
B.  Stalin did not hold out hope for peace.
1.Under Stalin’s, the Soviets engaged in military engagements alongside Adolf Hitler.
2. After Hitler broke his agreement, the Soviets would go on to support the allies in war against Hitler.
II. Lenin’s economy was freer than Stalin’s.
A. Lenin allowed for private businesses. 

1.Lenin’s “New Economic Policy” allowed businesses to compete in the national market place
2. Stalin replaced this with a centralized, state-controlled economic system.
B. Stalin pushed a rapid change from agriculture to industry.
1. Lenin promised his people bread, land and peace.
2. Stalin disrupted their food supply and caused widespread famine.

III. Stalin was more ambitious than Lenin.
A. Lenin was a practical leader, who sometimes ignored the ideals of communism to engage in more practical pursuits. He was less ambitious and less passionate than Stalin about implementing his ideology in radical ways.

1.It was not until Stalin recommended it that he began the red terror.
2. Lenin warned that Stalin was too ambitious and obsessed with power. He recommended removing him from office.
B. Stalin was more isolated
1.Lenin excelled at unifying party members, while Stalin became increasingly isolated.
2. He threw those he disagreed with out of the party to consolidate power.
Conclusion
Although both Lenin and Stalin advanced communist ideals, Stalin was more violent, ambitious and committed to implementing the principles of communism.
	
